
 

Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 
 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 1. 

   

 

 

 

 
       London's Museum of Youth Culture  
       is searching for a new home 

 

How do you capture the essence of an era? What does the culture of youth say about the politics of the day? 
How has the identity of the teenager changed throughout history? These questions are at the heart of the 
Museum of Youth Culture’s mission. 

The story of the museum goes back to the 90s when Jon Swinstead founded the magazines Sleaze Nation and 
Jockey Slut, which celebrated the subcultures of the decade, from the rave scene to Britpop fanatics. Sleaze 
Nation hired photographers to capture the scenes of the day from an authentic perspective. The photographers 
were members of the subcultures they depicted. Soon Swinstead’s ambition grew beyond just capturing the 
present moment and he started searching for photographers who had authentically engaged in subcultures from 
across the 20th century. In 2013, Swinstead joined forces with other enthusiasts to create the Museum of Youth 
Culture to document the way subcultures have changed and altered the course of British history. They found a 
temporary home in Printworks, a club in London, and held exhibitions there. “Within society, we celebrate adult 
creativity, and then other places that look at children, but there’s very little that looks at the teenage years,” 
Swinstead‘s colleague Brett says. “Those formative years actually fuel creativity and to not document 
teenagehood is to miss out on one of the country’s greatest driving forces. Youth culture has an impact on 
everybody.” 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in visiting, for the moment you are out of luck. The 
museum was forced to leave its Printworks site in 2022 when the club was closed due to the Regeneration 
project‘s plans to convert the area into offices. Although the new premises will reopen in 2026, it is unclear if the 
Museum of Youth Culture will be a part of that. 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

 

NO 1. 

   

 

 

 

 
     London's Museum of Youth Culture  
     is searching for a new home 

 

How do you capture the essence of an era? What does the culture of youth say about the politics of the day? 
How has the identity of the teenager changed throughout history? These questions are at the heart of the 
Museum of Youth Culture’s mission. 

The story of the museum goes back to the 90s when Jon Swinstead founded the magazines Sleaze Nation and 
Jockey Slut, which celebrated the subcultures of the decade, from the rave scene to Britpop fanatics. Sleaze 
Nation hired photographers to capture the scenes of the day from an authentic perspective. The photographers 
were members of the subcultures they depicted. Soon Swinstead’s ambition grew beyond just capturing the 
present moment and he started searching for photographers who had authentically engaged in subcultures from 
across the 20th century. In 2013, Swinstead joined forces with other enthusiasts to create the Museum of Youth 
Culture to document the way subcultures have changed and altered the course of British history. They found a 
temporary home in Printworks, a club in London, and held exhibitions there. “Within society, we celebrate adult 
creativity, and then other places that look at children, but there’s very little that looks at the teenage years,” 
Swinstead‘s colleague Brett says. “Those formative years actually fuel creativity and to not document 
teenagehood is to miss out on one of the country’s greatest driving forces. Youth culture has an impact on 
everybody.” 

If the museum sounds like something you would be interested in visiting, for the moment you are out of luck. 
The museum was forced to leave its Printworks site in 2022 when the club was closed due to the Regeneration 
project‘s plans to convert the area into offices. Although the new premises will reopen in 2026, it is unclear if the 
Museum of Youth Culture will be a part of that. 

 

 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 
 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 2. 
   

     

 
 

 
Future generations must be given a seat at the EU 
table 

 
“Despite its history of decades-long work towards integration and its forward-looking ambition to achieve net 
zero by 2050, the EU lacks an institutional framework that truly prioritises the livelihoods of future generations,” 
Alberto Alemanno, the Jean Monnet Professor of European Union Law at HEC Paris, claims. “We need to look no 
further than diminishing support for environmental protection policies to have the reason to question whether 
the right institutional setting exists to enable truly forward-thinking.“ What is needed, as explained by the 
professor, is an institutional representative genuinely looking out for the future. In other words, the EU needs a 
European Commissioner for Future Generations.  

Every day, decisions, policies and investments are made that will shape the future for generations to come. 
However, in today’s EU decision-making processes future generations seem to have no rights or representation. 
Youth movements have played an important role in bringing the voice of future generations into the mainstream 
on climate, but future thinking needs to be institutionalised across all policy areas and all aspects of policy. This 
is just one example of many aspects of society, from investment in climate measures to social services to 
intergenerational poverty, of how a long-term perspective is needed to truly solve the challenges we face today. 
Take another example. Research shows that childhood poverty increases the risk of poverty in adulthood. In 
parallel, a study from the IMF has shown that childhood poverty has increased by 20% in the EU since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

What would a Future Generations Commissioner actually do? The new commissioner would act as a guardian 
and medium for future generations’ interests across the union. Does this sound too challenging? The good news 
is that there are national notable examples the EU can learn from, like Finland and Wales cultivating dedicated 
future generations‘ bodies. 

 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 
 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 2. 
   
   

       

 
 

 
Future generations must be given a seat at the EU 
table 

 
“Despite its history of decades-long work towards integration and its forward-looking ambition to achieve net 
zero by 2050, the EU lacks an institutional framework that truly prioritises the livelihoods of future generations,” 
Alberto Alemanno, the Jean Monnet Professor of European Union Law at HEC Paris, claims. “We need to look no 
further than diminishing support for environmental protection policies to have the reason to question whether 
the right institutional setting exists to enable truly forward-thinking.“ What is needed, as explained by the 
professor, is an institutional representative genuinely looking out for the future. In other words, the EU needs a 
European Commissioner for Future Generations.  

Every day, decisions, policies and investments are made that will shape the future for generations to come. 
However, in today’s EU decision-making processes future generations seem to have no rights or representation. 
Youth movements have played an important role in bringing the voice of future generations into the mainstream 
on climate, but future thinking needs to be institutionalised across all policy areas and all aspects of policy. This 
is just one example of many aspects of society, from investment in climate measures to social services to 
intergenerational poverty, of how a long-term perspective is needed to truly solve the challenges we face today. 
Take another example. Research shows that childhood poverty increases the risk of poverty in adulthood. In 
parallel, a study from the IMF has shown that childhood poverty has increased by 20% in the EU since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

What would a Future Generations Commissioner actually do? The new commissioner would act as a guardian 
and medium for future generations’ interests across the union. Does this sound too challenging? The good news 
is that there are national notable examples the EU can learn from, like Finland and Wales cultivating dedicated 
future generations‘ bodies. 

 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

 

NO 3. 
   

        

 

 

Sharjah International Film Festival looks to inspire and 
educate young people 

 

The 10th Sharjah International Film Festival showcases the very best in filmmaking for, by and about children 
and young people. With representation from 37 countries the festival's Director, Sheikha Jawaher Bint Abdullah 
Al Qasimi, told “Euronews” why the festival is unique. “We're not looking at it as a red carpet kind of 
propaganda, lights and action and superstars walking on," she explained. "It's mostly about inspiration, 
education, how to teach those children in the film industry, how to become from scriptwriters to directors to 
actors. Attendees are invited to learn of a variety of professional skills in a series of expert-led workshops which 
run on the periphery of the week-long festival from discovering the art of storytelling to special effects makeup 
classes." 

The festival organisers are in agreement that they should not dumb down on subjects. “The children ask a lot of 
questions, so the films that they watch should answer these questions. We do not sugarcoat it anymore because 
if we do, they'll watch it somewhere else,” says film director Sheikha Al Qasimi. 

The festival exposes the cultures of the world and offers audiences an understanding of how these cultures, 
religions and backgrounds live together. Being engaged in filmmaking, children develop crucial skills such as 
creativity, problem-solving, teamwork, and communication. They learn how to express themselves visually and 
tell stories that are meaningful to them, fostering a sense of empowerment and self-confidence. Additionally, 
making films allows them to explore their own identity, culture, and perspective, promoting empathy and 
understanding towards others. “From my perspective, animation and film in general are not just for 
entertainment. It's also to deliver messages of love, peace and hope, “ Sheikha Al Qasimi enthusiastically 
comments on the festival's significance in the hope of seeing such practice spread worldwide. 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 3. 

    

 

 

Sharjah International Film Festival looks to inspire and 
educate young people 

 

The 10th Sharjah International Film Festival showcases the very best in filmmaking for, by and about children 
and young people. With representation from 37 countries the festival's Director, Sheikha Jawaher Bint Abdullah 
Al Qasimi, told “Euronews” why the festival is unique. “We're not looking at it as a red carpet kind of 
propaganda, lights and action and superstars walking on," she explained. "It's mostly about inspiration, 
education, how to teach those children in the film industry, how to become from scriptwriters to directors to 
actors. Attendees are invited to learn of a variety of professional skills in a series of expert-led workshops which 
run on the periphery of the week-long festival from discovering the art of storytelling to special effects makeup 
classes." 

The festival organisers are in agreement that they should not dumb down on subjects. “The children ask a lot of 
questions, so the films that they watch should answer these questions. We do not sugarcoat it anymore because 
if we do, they'll watch it somewhere else,” says film director Sheikha Al Qasimi. 

The festival exposes the cultures of the world and offers audiences an understanding of how these cultures, 
religions and backgrounds live together. Being engaged in filmmaking, children develop crucial skills such as 
creativity, problem-solving, teamwork, and communication. They learn how to express themselves visually and 
tell stories that are meaningful to them, fostering a sense of empowerment and self-confidence. Additionally, 
making films allows them to explore their own identity, culture, and perspective, promoting empathy and 
understanding towards others. “From my perspective, animation and film in general are not just for 
entertainment. It's also to deliver messages of love, peace and hope, “ Sheikha Al Qasimi enthusiastically 
comments on the festival's significance in the hope of seeing such practice spread worldwide. 

 

 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 4. 
 

        

 
 
 
'Near-peer' mentor scheme helps young people into 
business 
 

 

The Schools Engagement Programme at Bayes Business School in London matches local sixth formers and first-
year university students to be near-peer mentors. The school’s Dean says: "One of the things that employers 
today demand are not just hard technical skills such as how to prepare a balance sheet or how to do financial 
modelling but also softer skills such as mentoring and coaching people – working in teams and groups. So our 
students really get these soft skills through working in this programme." 

Gina Sparks now credits her mentor Jodie Price for guiding her towards a job in sports marketing. They are both 
progressing together in business careers after graduating. Gina says: "It’s someone who’s close to me in age and 
I actually think it helps me be female in business as well. It’s someone who has been through it all before." 

Jodie, who works at JL Price Consulting, says she understands why it is important to connect with people "who 
look like you in a position you want to be in". She adds: "Even though I was the mentor, we were both talking 
about wanting to be women in business. It’s nice to know that it’s not just a dream you’ve got on your own. I 
think that whole ‘similar to me’ thing helps. You’re told the importance of soft skills at school – empathy, 
listening, all of those vital things – but you’re not really assessed on them, you don’t get a chance to practice 
them.”  

Bayes Business School mentors are given training before they begin. The programme is distinct from other 
volunteer mentoring because it is a module on the degree course, upon which students are assessed and can get 
extra credits towards their final grading.  

Since it began in 2016, 1,090 young people have been supported as mentors or mentees and they appreciate the 
invaluable opportunity the programme provides for personal and professional growth at the start of their 
careers. 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 4. 
 

        

 
 
 
'Near-peer' mentor scheme helps young people into 
business 
 

 

The Schools Engagement Programme at Bayes Business School in London matches local sixth formers and first-
year university students to be near-peer mentors. The school’s Dean says: "One of the things that employers 
today demand are not just hard technical skills such as how to prepare a balance sheet or how to do financial 
modelling but also softer skills such as mentoring and coaching people – working in teams and groups. So our 
students really get these soft skills through working in this programme." 

Gina Sparks now credits her mentor Jodie Price for guiding her towards a job in sports marketing. They are both 
progressing together in business careers after graduating. Gina says: "It’s someone who’s close to me in age and 
I actually think it helps me be female in business as well. It’s someone who has been through it all before." 

Jodie, who works at JL Price Consulting, says she understands why it is important to connect with people "who 
look like you in a position you want to be in". She adds: "Even though I was the mentor, we were both talking 
about wanting to be women in business. It’s nice to know that it’s not just a dream you’ve got on your own. I 
think that whole ‘similar to me’ thing helps. You’re told the importance of soft skills at school – empathy, 
listening, all of those vital things – but you’re not really assessed on them, you don’t get a chance to practice 
them.”  

Bayes Business School mentors are given training before they begin. The programme is distinct from other 
volunteer mentoring because it is a module on the degree course, upon which students are assessed and can get 
extra credits towards their final grading.  

Since it began in 2016, 1,090 young people have been supported as mentors or mentees and they appreciate the 
invaluable opportunity the programme provides for personal and professional growth at the start of their 
careers. 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 5. 
 

   

 

 

 

      

Stoke Bishop pupils highlight local vandalism 

 

 

Bristol schoolchildren have been working with the police to try to tackle vandalism in their local area. They have 
highlighted issues including abandoned bikes, burnt scooters and graffiti and worked with Avon and Somerset 
Police to look at the impact it has on communities. 

Teacher Sophie Aldis said: "I think those voices coming from the young people who often get the blame has been 
a really positive start." The scheme is part of a project the students have been working on to develop their 
community spirit. "We wanted the pupils to have a bigger focus on advocacy and what they can do in their local 
community. This particular group focused on how they felt vandalism was really impacting their enjoyment of 
their local community and how they wanted to do something about that," said Ms Aldis. 

When asked how important their local area is to them, students passionately shared their views: “The area is 
very nice but sometimes when you see vandalism and scooters thrown around in the park I get a bit upset that 
people are not taking care of what other people have made… I don't want it to be ruined by people who live 
somewhere else… I like living here but I feel sometimes that people don't care about their area.” 

In a bid to tackle the issue, the group decided to photograph the vandalism they spotted around their local area. 
Avon and Somerset Police say “the kids do take this issue seriously.”  

“We're doing lots of extra foot patrols," a spokesman said. "And I'd like to encourage people to come and talk to 
us so we can really engage with people and really tackle the issues that matter to them." 

 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 5. 
  
 

   

 

 

 

      

 

Stoke Bishop pupils highlight local vandalism 

 

 

Bristol schoolchildren have been working with the police to try to tackle vandalism in their local area. They have 
highlighted issues including abandoned bikes, burnt scooters and graffiti and worked with Avon and Somerset 
Police to look at the impact it has on communities. 

Teacher Sophie Aldis said: "I think those voices coming from the young people who often get the blame has been 
a really positive start." The scheme is part of a project the students have been working on to develop their 
community spirit. "We wanted the pupils to have a bigger focus on advocacy and what they can do in their local 
community. This particular group focused on how they felt vandalism was really impacting their enjoyment of 
their local community and how they wanted to do something about that," said Ms Aldis. 

When asked how important their local area is to them, students passionately shared their views: “The area is 
very nice but sometimes when you see vandalism and scooters thrown around in the park I get a bit upset that 
people are not taking care of what other people have made… I don't want it to be ruined by people who live 
somewhere else… I like living here but I feel sometimes that people don't care about their area.” 

In a bid to tackle the issue, the group decided to photograph the vandalism they spotted around their local area. 
Avon and Somerset Police say “the kids do take this issue seriously.”  

“We're doing lots of extra foot patrols," a spokesman said. "And I'd like to encourage people to come and talk to 
us so we can really engage with people and really tackle the issues that matter to them." 

 

 
 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 6. 
 

   

 

 

 

School Behavior Predicts Future Earnings    

 

 

Behaviour at school appears to be an indicator of earnings later on in life. Children who displayed aggressive 
behaviour at school, such as bullying or temper outbursts, are likely to earn more money in middle age. “They 
are also more likely to have higher job satisfaction and be in more desirable jobs,” say researchers from the 
Institute for Social and Economic Research at the University of Essex. 

Their paper uses data of about 7,000 people born in 1970 whose lives have been tracked by the British Cohort 
Study. The research team examined data from primary school teachers who assessed the children’s social and 
emotional skills when they were 10 years old in 1980, and matched it to their lives at the age of 46 in 2016. 

“We found that those children who teachers felt had problems with attention, peer relationships and emotional 
instability did end up earning less in the future, but we were surprised to find a strong link between aggressive 
behaviour at school and higher earnings in later life,” said Prof. Emilia Del Bono, one of the study’s authors. “It’s 
possible that our classrooms are competitive places and that children adapt to win that competition with 
aggression, and then take that through to the workplace where they continue to compete aggressively for the 
best paid jobs. Perhaps we need to reconsider discipline in schools and help to channel this characteristic in 
children in a more positive way.“ 

Many successful people have had problems of various kinds at school, from Winston Churchill, who was taken 
out of his primary school, to those who were expelled or suspended. “That does not mean parents should 
encourage children to misbehave”, Del Bono said. “I suppose it means encouraging your child to stand firmly 
their ground, rather than being aggressive.” 

 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 6. 
  

      

 

 

 

School Behavior Predicts Future Earnings    

 

 

Behaviour at school appears to be an indicator of earnings later on in life. Children who displayed aggressive 
behaviour at school, such as bullying or temper outbursts, are likely to earn more money in middle age. “They 
are also more likely to have higher job satisfaction and be in more desirable jobs,” say researchers from the 
Institute for Social and Economic Research at the University of Essex. 

Their paper uses data of about 7,000 people born in 1970 whose lives have been tracked by the British Cohort 
Study. The research team examined data from primary school teachers who assessed the children’s social and 
emotional skills when they were 10 years old in 1980, and matched it to their lives at the age of 46 in 2016. 

“We found that those children who teachers felt had problems with attention, peer relationships and emotional 
instability did end up earning less in the future, but we were surprised to find a strong link between aggressive 
behaviour at school and higher earnings in later life,” said Prof. Emilia Del Bono, one of the study’s authors. “It’s 
possible that our classrooms are competitive places and that children adapt to win that competition with 
aggression, and then take that through to the workplace where they continue to compete aggressively for the 
best paid jobs. Perhaps we need to reconsider discipline in schools and help to channel this characteristic in 
children in a more positive way.“ 

Many successful people have had problems of various kinds at school, from Winston Churchill, who was taken 
out of his primary school, to those who were expelled or suspended. “That does not mean parents should 
encourage children to misbehave”, Del Bono said. “I suppose it means encouraging your child to stand firmly 
their ground, rather than being aggressive.” 

 

 

 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 7. 
  

 

 

 

World Happiness Report sounds alarm about the 
welfare of young people 

 

 

Something is going wrong for young people between the ages of 15 and 24 in the UK, across Europe, the US and 
Australia. The latest World Happiness Report shows that while not all teenagers and young adults are suffering, 
a large and growing number cannot cope with being left adrift with few qualifications on an economic sea that is 
more testing with each passing year. Social media is believed to play a part in driving down self-esteem and 
robbing young people of their wellbeing, but it is also the lack of education, skills training and affordable housing 
that underpins the decline in the positive outlook traditionally displayed in surveys by those broadly fitting the 
gen Z age group. 

The report found that young people are becoming more like their parents, who have always reported 
themselves to be exhausted and weighed down by life’s cares, and not like older people, who still score highly 
on the happiness index. 

Richard Layard, a professor at the London School of Economics and one of the report’s authors, emphasizes that 
the findings indicate more effort is needed to support the education, training, and mental health of younger 
people. Even if young people are viewed solely as economic units of production, the evidence demonstrates that 
the entire economy benefits when they have a better sense of wellbeing. 

The latest World Happiness Report is a warning sign to governments that have put the welfare of older people 
above that of younger generations. If young people cannot establish themselves in the workplace with a decent 
home and time and money to visit friends and family, the consequences may eventually affect the elderly: 
slower economic growth and fewer funds to support the retired. So, the Report also raises the question what 
steps governments and societies should take to address such issues and ensure a brighter future for younger 
generations. 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 7. 
  

 

 

 

World Happiness Report sounds alarm about the 
welfare of young people 

 

 

Something is going wrong for young people between the ages of 15 and 24 in the UK, across Europe, the US and 
Australia. The latest World Happiness Report shows that while not all teenagers and young adults are suffering, 
a large and growing number cannot cope with being left adrift with few qualifications on an economic sea that is 
more testing with each passing year. Social media is believed to play a part in driving down self-esteem and 
robbing young people of their wellbeing, but it is also the lack of education, skills training and affordable housing 
that underpins the decline in the positive outlook traditionally displayed in surveys by those broadly fitting the 
gen Z age group. 

The report found that young people are becoming more like their parents, who have always reported 
themselves to be exhausted and weighed down by life’s cares, and not like older people, who still score highly 
on the happiness index. 

Richard Layard, a professor at the London School of Economics and one of the report’s authors, emphasizes that 
the findings indicate more effort is needed to support the education, training, and mental health of younger 
people. Even if young people are viewed solely as economic units of production, the evidence demonstrates that 
the entire economy benefits when they have a better sense of wellbeing. 

The latest World Happiness Report is a warning sign to governments that have put the welfare of older people 
above that of younger generations. If young people cannot establish themselves in the workplace with a decent 
home and time and money to visit friends and family, the consequences may eventually affect the elderly: 
slower economic growth and fewer funds to support the retired. So, the Report also raises the question what 
steps governments and societies should take to address such issues and ensure a brighter future for younger 
generations? 

 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 8. 
 

   

 

 

 

Who are the youth of today? 

 

 

Being young is a synonym of change, progress and future. It means turning problems into opportunities and 
solutions and being the driving force of society. By celebrating the “Youth Engagement for Global Action”, we 
have approached several young people to understand their vision and how they look at the society they live in 
and make it their own. 

Magdany Acosta Gallardo (18): “Young people not only represent the future of our country, we are one of 
society’s main agents of change and progress. In this stage of our lives, we build many social relationships and 
develop a personality that defines us as a new generation. What we do when we become adults depends on 
how we think and act today.“ 

Yaicelín Palma Tejas (17): “Young people only have one role and is the same they have always had. It does not 
change, because their role is actually changing everything, doing things better than before and injecting them 
with joy and energy.“ 

Carlos Alejandro Sánchez (22): “I think young people play a crucial role today no matter what society they live in. 
We are the ones transforming, consciously or not, our reality, either at the university, at our workplace or in 
other spaces, and we do it by contributing with a new and updated vision to daily activities.” 

Anthony Bravo (20): „I am lucky to be a young singer, but then you also have a big responsibility when you have 
a voice; that is why my work at this time has been focused on conveying messages. Through my music, my lyrics, 
I’ve taken on as my duty to be a spokesman for ideas that I think are useful.“ 

The questions what you think the role of young people is these days or what you are doing from your position to 
help young people do not always seem to be difficult to answer. Don‘t you think so? 

 



Student B 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 8. 
  

   

 

 

 

Who are the youth of today? 

 

 

Being young is a synonym of change, progress and future. It means turning problems into opportunities and 
solutions and being the driving force of society. By celebrating the “Youth Engagement for Global Action”, we 
have approached several young people to understand their vision and how they look at the society they live in 
and make it their own. 

Magdany Acosta Gallardo (18): “Young people not only represent the future of our country, we are one of 
society’s main agents of change and progress. In this stage of our lives, we build many social relationships and 
develop a personality that defines us as a new generation. What we do when we become adults depends on 
how we think and act today.“ 

Yaicelín Palma Tejas (17): “Young people only have one role and is the same they have always had. It does not 
change, because their role is actually changing everything, doing things better than before and injecting them 
with joy and energy.“ 

Carlos Alejandro Sánchez (22): “I think young people play a crucial role today no matter what society they live in. 
We are the ones transforming, consciously or not, our reality, either at the university, at our workplace or in 
other spaces, and we do it by contributing with a new and updated vision to daily activities.” 

Anthony Bravo (20): „I am lucky to be a young singer, but then you also have a big responsibility when you have 
a voice; that is why my work at this time has been focused on conveying messages. Through my music, my lyrics, 
I’ve taken on as my duty to be a spokesman for ideas that I think are useful.“ 

The questions what you think the role of young people is these days or what you are doing from your position to 
help young people do not always seem to be difficult to answer. Don‘t you think so? 

 



Student A 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 

 

NO 9. 
     

     

 

 

This generation is the future of Lithuania, but the 
degree of its political engagement brings 
disappointment 

 

Politics is adults' business. Such a mindset seems to be inherent to most young people in Lithuania. According to 
various studies and surveys, their involvement in political processes is rather low and clearly insufficient. There 
are quite a number of organisations successfully attracting youngsters with common goals, however, political 
engagement among young people seems to be the exception rather than the rule. What causes the young 
generation's political indifference? 
 
"I dare say that today my interest in politics is much more active than it used to be, however, I don’t think that it 
is enough. I am only drawn to subjects that are directly related to my current life or that I find interesting.“ The 
young woman finds it hard to explain why she is rather indifferent to the political processes that take place in 
her native country. “I'm not sure where this indifference stems from. Political issues are certainly the prevailing 
topic of discussion in my family, but I tend to avoid those conversations. Maybe I do it on purpose because I 
don't have the knowledge or arguments to support any particular side.“ She agrees that being afraid to speak up 
and showing political apathy is not a wise solution. When asked what could change her attitude toward political 
engagement, the young woman said she would be inspired by positive examples and civic initiatives from young 
people. 
 
“Although the degree of young people's involvement in politics brings up disappointment, we should not lose 
hope.” Umberto Masi, the president of the Lithuanian Youth Council (LiJOT), told Delfi earlier, “for the situation 
to improve, some changes and solutions are needed in areas such as citizenship education, practical training, 
and others. However, the crucial aspect is to ensure that young people themselves have a clear understanding of 
the importance of being politically active.” 
 

 



 

Student B 

 

PAIR DISCUSSION 

 
You are going to read a news item. You have to respond to the news and discuss it with a partner. 
Your partner has also read the same news item.  
You have 3 minutes to read the text and prepare for the discussion. 
The discussion should take up to 5 minutes. 
You are expected to: 
- give a short summary of the text (Student A); 
- exchange opinions with the partner about the addressed problem; 
- relate the news to your own experience or knowledge; 
- suggest how the given problem should/could be solved; 
- summarise and conclude your discussion (Student B). 
Note: if you start the discussion, your partner will have to complete the discussion and vice versa. 

 

Student A and Student B read the same news item. 
Student A starts the conversation by summarising the news item. 
Student B completes the conversation by summarising the discussion. 
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This generation is the future of Lithuania, but the 
degree of its political engagement brings 
disappointment 

Politics is adults' business. Such a mindset seems to be inherent to most young people in Lithuania. According to 
various studies and surveys, their involvement in political processes is rather low and clearly insufficient. There 
are quite a number of organisations successfully attracting youngsters with common goals, however, political 
engagement among young people seems to be the exception rather than the rule. What causes the young 
generation's political indifference? 
 
"I dare say that today my interest in politics is much more active than it used to be, however, I don’t think that it 
is enough. I am only drawn to subjects that are directly related to my current life or that I find interesting.“ The 
young woman finds it hard to explain why she is rather indifferent to the political processes that take place in 
her native country. “I'm not sure where this indifference stems from. Political issues are certainly the prevailing 
topic of discussion in my family, but I tend to avoid those conversations. Maybe I do it on purpose because I 
don't have the knowledge or arguments to support any particular side.“ She agrees that being afraid to speak up 
and showing political apathy is not a wise solution. When asked what could change her attitude toward political 
engagement, the young woman said she would be inspired by positive examples and civic initiatives from young 
people. 
 
“Although the degree of young people's involvement in politics brings up disappointment, we should not lose 
hope.” Umberto Masi, the president of the Lithuanian Youth Council (LiJOT), told Delfi earlier, “for the situation 
to improve, some changes and solutions are needed in areas such as citizenship education, practical training, 
and others. However, the crucial aspect is to ensure that young people themselves have a clear understanding of 
the importance of being politically active.” 

 


